
We’ve gone above and 
beyond the pledges that 
we made to Hackney at 
the last local elections
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5. A GREEN NEW DEAL 
FOR HACKNEY

But since then, as national 
governments failed to match their 
words with actions, a new impetus 
was needed. In 2019, Labour’s Mayor 
of Hackney Philip Glanville declared 
a climate emergency, setting a 
clear target to decarbonise the whole 
borough, not just council services.

We’ve gone above and beyond 
the pledges that we made to 
Hackney at the last local elections, 
moving the Council to 100% clean 
energy, transforming our streets to 
cut pollution, improving recycling 
rates and growing a circular, zero-
waste economy.

But now is not the time to rest on our 
laurels. The opportunities to create 
green jobs and cut energy bills, as 
well as the risks of further climate 
breakdown, could not be clearer.

Hackney Labour will deliver a Green 
New Deal that will help transform 
our local economy into one that is 
fairer and with good, green jobs. 

In 2018, Hackney Labour pledged to build a more sustainable borough, 
setting out a plan to tackle pollution, transition to renewable energy, 
encourage walking and cycling, and increase recycling.

Our Green New Deal will help make 
Hackney more resilient to a changing 
climate. It will tackle Hackney’s toxic 
air and make the borough a better 
place to walk and cycle. It will help 
make people’s homes more energy-
efficient and cut their energy bills. It 
will encourage a zero-waste, circular 
economy and will green the grey - 
with more trees and green spaces for 
people to enjoy.

41



OUR RECORD

• Introduced 48 School Streets, 
banning traffic outside schools at 
drop-off and pick-up time, reducing 
pollution around schools by over 
70%.

• Installed a total of 610 bike 
hangers across the borough - the 
most in London.

• Delivered the biggest tree planting 
programme in a generation - 
planting 5,000 new street trees 
and 12,500 trees across our parks.

• Won 28 Green Flags across our 
parks and green spaces, refurbished 
five park toilets and provided two 
new fully accessible Changing 
Places facilities.

• Increased the recycling rate by 
11%, launched a ‘Low Plastic Zone’ 
pilot and opened a ‘Library of 
Things’ where residents can borrow 
household items.

• Installed solar panels on the 
West Reservoir Centre and at 
London Fields Lido.

• Launched a £1 million Green 
Homes programme to make the 
homes of all residents more energy 
efficient and reduce energy bills.

• On track to switch every street 
light to energy-efficient LED bulbs 
by the end of the year.

• Increased the total number of 
electric vehicle charging points to 
298.

• Installed the most Low Traffic 
Neighbourhoods in London, with 
17% of residents living in quieter, 
cleaner streets.

• Provided one of the largest 
electric and low-emission Council 
vehicle fleets in London.

• Secured 100% of the Council’s 
energy supply from renewable 
sources.

• Delivered 10 parklets across the 
borough, replacing parking spaces 
with community-run pocket parks.

• Launched the country’s first on-
demand cargo bike rental service.
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OUR PLAN

Investment
We will invest £50 million in measures 
to tackle the climate emergency over 
the next four years.

We will explore Hackney Green Bonds 
to enable local residents to invest in local 
projects to decarbonise the borough 
through local carbon offsetting 
projects, such as the Mayor’s Tree Fund, 
to leave a lasting local net zero legacy.

Hackney’s Pension Committee has been 
at the forefront of local government 
action in reducing investments into 
carbon-heavy industries. It is on track to 
exceed the groundbreaking target 
it set itself in 2016, and still achieve 
impressive investment returns for the 
pensioners it serves. 

We will support the Pension Committee 
as it sets a new responsible investment 
policy which will include a carbon target 
in-line with the Intergovernmental Panel 
on Climate Change (IPCC)’s 1.5C ‘best 
case’ scenario - and move the pension 
fund towards a net zero position 
through its investments. 

Sustainable transport
We want Hackney’s streets to be the 
most walking and cycle-friendly in 
London, leading the push to build 
people-focused neighbourhoods with 
cleaner air and healthier lives. 

By 2026, we will work to reduce 
the total number of miles driven 
on Hackney’s roads by 15%, a 10% 
reduction in CO2 from all vehicles 
and a 10% reduction in ownership of 
polluting vehicles.

We will encourage car owners to give 
up their vehicles or to switch to low or 
zero-emission alternatives by offering 
cheaper parking fees for less polluting 
vehicles and by making the price of 
short-stay visitor parking sessions 
equal to or more than the cost of 
public transport. We will increase the 
cost of parking permits for the most 
polluting vehicles, support the growth 
of car-sharing in the borough, and 
work with neighbouring boroughs and 
Transport for London (TfL) to explore 
smart road user charging.

We already have the highest 
number of secure bike hangers in 
London and we will commit to more 
than doubling the number of annual 
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installations with another 200 hangers 
by 2026 - helping another 4,000 
households who may lack the storage 
space at home to keep a bike.

We will complete the successful 
School Streets programme at 
Hackney’s primary and secondary 
schools delivering safer pedestrian 
and cycling routes to and from school 
as well as implementing 
traffic calming measures. We will 
expand the School Streets offer to 
at least six independent schools in 
the borough.

Every child in Hackney should have 
the opportunity to learn to ride a bike 
by the age of 10. This will be achieved 
by offering cycle training at school for 
all children before they leave year 6.

We will encourage all cyclists to cycle 
safely and considerately through 
signage, cycle training, and as a last 
resort, enforcement.

We will expand our Zero Emissions 
Network across the whole of Hackney, 
providing support to businesses 
to green their operations, reduce 
emissions and support the circular 
economy. We will include the 
expansion of the E-Cargo Bike Share 
scheme to a further 12 locations across 
the borough. We will support residents 
and businesses to reduce transport 
emissions by promoting and enabling 
micro-distribution hubs for deliveries.

We will tackle the toxic air quality on 
some of our busiest roads, such as 
Seven Sisters Road and Pembury 
Circus, by widening pavements and 
planting more trees, and continue 
work on wider sustainable transport 
schemes such as the cycling schemes 
planned for Lea Bridge Road and the 
extension onwards via the Lea Bridge 
Roundabout through to Dalston that 
will prioritise bus users and improving 
road safety for pedestrians and cyclists.

We will improve the availability and 
access to the borough’s air quality 
monitoring data so that residents 
and local businesses can obtain the 
information they need to reduce their 
exposure and track the Council’s 
progress with delivering cleaner air 
for all.

We will develop an Electric Vehicle 
Charging Network - rolling out an 
additional 1,500 charging points by 
2024 which will include charging 
points on every council estate.

We will prioritise public transport - 
prioritising buses on future transport 
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schemes and main roads, protecting 
and supporting the bus network. 

We will campaign for step-free access 
at all our Overground stations, and 
deliver the step-free schemes at 
Hackney Downs and Stamford Hill. 

We are proud to have successfully 
secured a second, accessible entrance 
to Hackney Central Station and will 
work on a long term plan to modernise 
the whole station.

More than 25% of residents in Hackney 
rely on buses to get around. The 
Government’s refusal to provide TfL with 
long-term funding has had significant 
implications for Hackney’s bus routes 
and frequencies. We will continue to 
campaign and lobby against any cuts 
to Hackney’s vital bus services. 

We will make it easier for Blue Badge 
holders to travel by opening up 

parking in permit holder parking bays 
to all blue badge holders.

We will make sure the Council 
leads by example by switching 
more of the Council’s vehicle fleet 
to electric alternatives and promote 
active travel alternatives such as bike-
sharing to all council staff. 

We are insourcing the Parking 
Enforcement team, improving terms 
and conditions for the staff. This 
new in-house team will set out to 
tackle unnecessary engine idling 
that contributes to poor air quality 
by raising driver awareness but also 
backed up with enforcement powers. 

We will increase the network of docked 
and undocked hire bikes and car clubs 
to support car-free living. We will 
increase the current provision of 200 
car club parking spaces to 300 within 
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4 years and ensure that 50% of the 
vehicles will be electric.

We will develop a Main Roads Strategy to 
explore and plan new ways of reducing 
traffic and improving air quality on 
these key routes through the borough. 

We will continue to analyse and 
measure the impact of Low Traffic 
Neighbourhood schemes across the 
borough and make sure that all traffic 
counts, air quality measurements, bus 
journey times and the responses from 
residents are published and publicly 
available. 

Energy and heat
We will continue with the Council’s 
Green Homes programme to provide 
warm, low energy homes that are 
well insulated, have solar panels and 
gas-free heating. We will develop a 

plan to decarbonise the Council’s 
housing stock to meet the IPCC’s 
1.5 degrees C best case scenario 
and net zero by 2040, and will lobby 
for the necessary funding from the 
Government to make this happen. 

We will stop the replacement of gas 
boilers in Council homes by 2026 and 
move to low-carbon alternatives such 
as air and ground-source heat pumps, 
as well as exploring alternatives to heat 
and power our community facilities 
such as installing a ground-source heat 
pump for London Fields Lido.

We will establish Hackney Light & Power 
as a publicly-owned municipal energy 
company to accelerate our efforts to 
deliver renewable energy across the 
borough. Working to provide 100% 
green and community energy for the 
Woodberry Down regeneration project 
and explore other opportunities for 
Council ownership of green electricity 
generation and energy networks.

We will review the guidance for 
conservation areas to ensure they can 
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help deliver a net zero future while 
protecting the architectural heritage of 
our neighbourhoods.

We will establish a Hackney Community 
Energy Fund to support community-
led energy groups to power our 
schools with renewable energy. 

We will renew and build public or 
community-owned district energy 
networks, including at Woodberry 
Down, to supply low carbon heat to 
homes, businesses and public buildings.

We will replace all lights on council 
estates and in council buildings with 
energy-efficient LED bulbs.

Climate education and 
democracy
We will expand the EcoSchools 
programme and support young 
people in taking action to 
tackle the climate and nature 
emergencies, and ensure that the 
Council has a comprehensive green 
literacy programme.

We will empower Hackney residents 
by holding regular and localised 
Citizens’ Assemblies to tackle the 
climate emergency and rebuild a 
greener Hackney.

We will develop a Hackney Net Zero 
Partnership - bringing together the 
Council, public sector partners and 
businesses to ensure that we can work 
together to reach a net zero borough.

Cleaner and greener 
neighbourhoods.
Hackney Labour will green the 
grey, with a network of green corridors 
planted with trees and wildflowers that 
will increase shade, support biodiversity, 
manage flooding risk and connect 
our parks, green spaces and nature 
conservation areas such as Abney Park 
and the Woodberry Wetlands.

We will extend our commitment to 
weedkiller-free zones, already planned 
for all 237 green spaces on the council’s 
housing estates, to reduce the use of 
harmful weedkillers and help increase 
the biodiversity of plants and flowers. 

We will increase the number of Green 
Flag parks from 28 to a minimum of 
32 and deliver on our Parks and Green 
Spaces Strategy.
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In Hackney, we have an incredible 
network of park users, community 
gardeners and volunteers who help 
to keep our green and blue spaces 
interesting, clear of rubbish and 
beautiful. We will introduce a series 
of skill-sharing opportunities and 
growing workshops and appoint 
a dedicated Volunteering Officer 
to oversee a comprehensive 
volunteering programme in 
Hackney’s parks and green spaces. 

We will continue replacing all single-
use bins with dual-use recycling bins in 
all parks and green spaces. 

We are committed to our work in making 
Hackney a child friendly borough, 
ensuring that we create more green 
spaces for children and young people 
to connect with nature and benefit 
from access to outdoor adventure play.

We will help avoid flooding with a 
network of street-based rain 
gardens that will reduce pressure on 
the sewer system.

We will develop enhanced and expanded 
Supplementary Planning Guidance 
on green infrastructure, including 
vertical forests, green thoroughfares 
and gardens - ensuring developments 
include high levels of infrastructure to 
support biodiversity. 

We will continue promoting the use 
of net zero construction materials 
and encourage more developers to 
build energy-efficient and net zero 
developments.  

We will ensure that we protect and 
enhance our waterways ensuring that 
the Regent’s Canal, the River Lea and 
other bodies of water are protected 
from overdevelopment through the 
planning system and supported by 
Hackney’s Green Infrastructure Plan, 
working together with the Canal & 
River Trust and residents. 

We will continue to maintain and 
enhance London’s largest network of 
drinking water fountains and restore, 
where possible, Hackney’s historic 
water fountains to further reduce 
plastic waste in the borough.

Skills and green jobs
We will work in partnership with 
businesses and trade unions in 
every sector of the local economy 
to transition to a green economy 
creating new, good-quality jobs and 
making sure the right skills are in place 
at the right time.

48

We will roll out 
measures to 
improve the 
recycling rate 
and reduce waste



As part of our plan to step up support 
and help Hackney reopen and recover, 
our Green Skills and Circular Economy 
Commission will help shape this plan, 
mapping the green skills gaps and 
the new opportunities in Hackney’s 
economy.

Reduce, reuse and recycle
We will develop a Circular Economy 
Strategy to transform our attitudes 
towards the way we create, consume and 
dispose of rubbish, with the objective 
of significantly reducing Hackney’s 
borough-wide carbon footprint through 
reduce, reuse and recycle. 

We will roll out a support package for 
residents to improve the recycling rate 
and reduce waste, with new support 
focused on Hackney’s estates and flats, 
together making up almost three-
quarters of homes, across the borough.

Disposable nappies make up 3% of all 
household waste. We will expand the 
Real Nappy Service, promoting the use 

of real nappies and the laundry service 
at home and in nurseries.

With local businesses we will identify 
and designate a circular economy 
zone in one of Hackney’s town 
centres to promote businesses with 
circular economy business models in 
sectors such as fashion, household 
goods, furniture or electrical repairs, 
renting items for single-use, refilling 
of household products, resale of 
second-hand items. 

We will encourage residents to set up 
their own community networks to enable 
item swaps between households.

We will promote to residents the 
Library of Things so everyone can 
easily borrow household items for 
tasks at home instead of buying and 
throwing them away after one use.

We will explore how we can identify and 
promote the uptake of climate-friendly 
foods that have been produced with 
lower emissions and through sensitive 
environmental stewardship. n
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