Labour will celebrate the
heart of Hackney, continue
fighting for equality
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8. CELEBRATE THE
HEART OF HACKNEY
Getting Hackney through the pandemic has not just been about
delivering vaccines and food supplies - we have found new ways to bring
communities together and connect.
Arts and Culture have long been at
the heart of Hackney, known for its
creativity and its cultural offer led by
artists, designers, cultural and creative
practitioners, makers and performers
the depth and breadth of the sector
in Hackney is staggering. Hackney
Labour recognises this and has
delivered support and investment
that has tapped into this strength,
connecting arts and culture with
communities.

country faces. Despite these divisive
tactics, Hackney remains united its unity and diversity at the heart of
what makes it special.
Hackney Labour is committed to
celebrating the heart of Hackney,
fighting for equality and ensuring that
Hackney remains a committed antiracist council.

Hackney’s Arts and Cultural sector
over the last two years has played
a vital role in keeping residents
connected and engaged through
lockdowns and restrictions, helping us
all reach out and build relationships
through creativity, participation and
activity.
We have also faced a Conservative
government that has tried to divide
us, taking advantage of ‘culture wars’
and ignoring the systemic issues our

71

OUR RECORD
• Invested over £3.3million
in our arts and cultural sector
to deliver projects in schools
and communities, in health and
wellbeing, and our local economy.
• Set up Review, Rename and Reclaim
- a collaborative project between
the Council and our communities
to celebrate local people who
campaigned for equality and antiracism across our streets, estates
and parks.
• Campaigned for justice for the
Windrush Generation, and published
the Windrush Compensation
Scheme to our communities.
• Delivered the Windrush
Generations Festival with over
4,000 participants
• Raised over £500,000 to
commission and deliver the UK’s
first community-led Windrush public
artworks by the sculptors Veronica
James and Thomas J Price.
• Connected over 150,000 residents
through our Libraries, Museum,
Archives, music and the arts, via a
wide-ranging digital-led cultural
programme during the pandemic.
• Delivered the Hackney Carnival,
pre-pandemic on Hackney’s streets,
attended by over 80,000 people,
and in lockdown as the first carnival
to channel shift online, with over
157,000 people participating online.
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• Supported the Council’s annual
Dementia Festival - a week of social,
cultural and healthy activities.
• Ensured 142 organisations in
Hackney’s arts and cultural sector
received their share of £18million
Culture at Risk funding support.
• Delivered £450,000 through
the Hello Again Hackney Fund
with grants to 51 Hackney arts and
cultural organisations to help reopen
the sector and reconnect residents
with the arts post-pandemic.
• Distributed the £300,000
Shoreditch Art Fund to commission
community arts initiatives in
Shoreditch & Hoxton.
• Delivered Discover Young Hackney,
connecting in the first lockdown
with over 660 young residents and
linking them with professional arts
and cultural practitioners.
• Launched Phase 1 of the
Hackney Community Fund unlocking planning gain from new
development in the borough for
cultural-led community projects.
• Delivered the annual Dalston
Children’s Festival with over 5,000
people joining in pre-pandemic.
• Established the Arts & Cultural
Forum, a network facilitating
joint working between the
Council and the sector, which
successfully pivoted in response
to the pandemic lockdowns and
restrictions.

OUR PLAN
We will continue to develop an Anti-Racism Action Plan, maintaining
our stance as an anti-racist council and borough, continue the Review,
Rename and Reclaim review of street names and places in Hackney and
embed this work in our diverse school curriculum.
We will continue to report the Council’s
gender and ethnicity pay gaps,
and make sure we understand the
intersectional impact of pay gaps on
other protected characteristics.
We will continue to fight for justice
and compensation for residents
affected by the Windrush scandal,
and we will work with the victims of
the scandal to develop our annual
Windrush Day celebrations. In 2023,
we will hold a 75th-anniversary
celebration to mark the arrival of
HMT Windrush in Tilbury Docks. We
will unveil the second Windrush Arts
Commission in the Town Hall Square.

We will continue to
fight for justice
for residents
affected by
the Windrush
scandal

Hackney has a longstanding
reputation of being open and
welcoming to migrants and
refugees, especially those fleeing
conflict in hope of a better life. We
will continue to celebrate tolerance
and diversity and welcome refugees
and migrants who make Hackney their
new home as they rebuild their lives.
We want to build on the work of
Hackney Pride 365 and ensure
Hackney is a safe and inclusive place
for our LGBTQI+ residents. We will
continue to fly the inclusive rainbow
flag and celebrate a safe and inclusive
place through Pride 365.
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As part of our plan for great services
and facilities, we will continue to
work hard to make sure Hackney
is accessible for all, working with
disabled and older residents to make
sure our borough and council services
are accessible and inclusive.
We will celebrate our older residents
with an annual Ageing Well in
Hackney Week alongside our annual
Dementia Festival, highlighting the
stories and contributions they bring
to our community. We will promote
the many activities and services
on offer from the Council, health
and our voluntary and community
sector. There will be a focus on
bringing the generations together,
with intergenerational activities with
young people and schools.
We will pursue the suggestions of
both our Older Citizens Committee
and the Young Futures Commission
to look at further opportunities
across the Council, cultural activities
and events, neighbourhoods and
estates to promote intergenerational
networks.

We will work hard
to make Hackney
accessible for all
74

Arts and culture are vital to
building a strong community. We
will review and update our boroughwide arts and culture offer, ensuring
our artists, creative makers and cultural
practitioners have the partnerships
in place, the opportunities to work
and the support of the Council. From
learning and participating in the arts
at any age to delivering on Hackney
Labour’s 10x10 schools plan for each
child; from developing skills and
growing our local economy to engaging
communities through public art,
performing arts, fine arts and the visual
arts; from local community events to
national celebrations – participation,
learning, creativity and living well will
sit front and centre to the support and
investment we will bring forward.
Hackney Carnival will return to our
streets in 2022 and we will mark the
10th anniversary of the 2012 Olympic
& Paralympic Games. We will support
Hackney’s residents to celebrate the
Queen’s Platinum Jubilee from street
parties to the Jubilee Big Lunch. We
will design and deliver a new Young
Hackney Festival, and our Black History
Season and Pride 365 will continue. We
will create a Hackney Culture Diary for
2023 through to 2026, a programme
designed and delivered with and for all
of Hackney’s communities.
We will support Hackney’s
arts and cultural community to
help deliver community wellbeing,

strengthening and celebrating our
strong values of citizenship inclusivity
and understanding.
We will bring forward a music and visual
arts led Hackney Arts Trust to embrace
all art forms in the borough and to
work in partnership with the Council
to invest in arts and culture-led
community projects. The trust will be
designed to attract and increase the
flow of investment into Hackney’s arts
and cultural community, supporting
learning, participation, engagement
and cultural infrastructure.
We are committed to our libraries
and we will invest in their future.

We will act on the outcomes of
‘Our Libraries’ consultation, where
thousands of residents told us that
they valued our libraries, and deliver
the 4 C’s - curriculum, community,
culture and creativity.
We will develop a Libraries Plan
that will create a great network of
library hubs, places of public and
open access, places where arts,
learning, culture, work and play can
come together. Libraries that are
there for everyone and in each
neighbourhood of our Borough.
We will introduce a new ‘Library
and Culture Hub’ for the growing
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communities in Woodberry Down
and Brownswood wards, based in
the planned new Woodberry Down
town square, together with a major
investment programme into all of our
Libraries to renovate, upgrade and in
some cases rebuild.
We will look to enhance our
Community Library Service which has

We will look to
secure funding
to refurbish the
Museum and
Archives
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become a lifeline for residents who are
unable to leave home. We will invest
in the service to give them the tools
to widen their offer and support our
care services to help residents to live
independent and healthy lives at home.
Hackney Museum and Hackney
Archives provide the best community
heritage services in the country. We
will look to secure funding to refurbish
the Museum and Archives, to help
secure them for the next ten years.
We will also work on a long term plan
for our Museum and Archives beyond
the next ten years and identify the
spaces for these special services in
the future plans for Hackney Central
and Dalston. n
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