
Now is the time to 
redouble our efforts 
to secure a Hackney 
that is free from crime
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4. SAFE STREETS AND 
A SECURE BOROUGH

Conservative government cuts to the 
police and other public services, as well 
as an economy where people are locked 
out of wealth and growth, means 
that tackling crime and its causes has 
never been more challenging.

But Hackney Labour has been taking 
action - successfully campaigning 
for more police, delivering Council 
Enforcement Officers to help tackle 
crime and antisocial behaviour 
and working with Hackney’s Safer 
Neighbourhoods Teams to be present 
and accessible at ward panel meetings 
and out on patrol.

We have tackled key crime hotspots, 
invested in CCTV and worked with 
sectors like bars and clubs for a safer 
Hackney nightlife. We have integrated 
our work to tackle crime with social 
services and other programmes to 
ensure our approach reflects the 
complexity of the challenge. 

But we also know that the police 
have not always had the trust and 
confidence of all local residents. 

Everyone has the right to feel safe and free from crime and antisocial 
behaviour. At the same time, no one should feel pushed into a life of 
crime as a result of their circumstances or a lack of opportunities.

We believe in policing by consent, and 
that the Metropolitan Police must tackle 
the embedded cultural issues that have 
come to light.

We want to continue to work with the 
police and residents to deal with the 
issues so we can get back to working 
effectively together to tackle crime 
and antisocial behaviour.

This includes crime at home and around 
the borough. Hackney Labour will build 
on our record of tackling domestic 
violence, for which we have been 
awarded White Ribbon accreditation, 
and redouble our efforts to tackle 
violence against women and girls. And 
it includes crimes against people simply 
because of who they are. Labour has 
championed Hackney as a borough that 
is no place for hate, with zero tolerance 
of hate crime and discrimination, and we 
will continue to do so.

By working together, we have seen an 
overall reduction in crime. Now is the 
time to redouble our efforts to secure a 
Hackney that is free from crime.
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OUR RECORD

• Worked with the local police to 
see an overall reduction in crime 
across the borough.

• Been instrumental in supporting 
greater police accountability in our 
communities, which has seen the 
local police undertake a review of 
796 stop and search encounters.

• Restarted police ward panels to 
ensure every part of Hackney can 
engage with them, and supported 
them to introduce quarterly 
community meetings with the 
Borough Commander.

• Helped recruit 200 young people 
into the Volunteer Police Cadets, 90% 
of whom came from Black, Asian or 
other minority ethnic backgrounds.

• Provided one of the best average 
response times of local authorities 
to reports of antisocial behaviour.

• Answered the majority of noise 
complaint calls in less than a 
minute.

• Developed a Hate Crime 
Strategy, recruited a Hate Crime 
Coordinator, and appointed a 
councillor as a No Place for Hate 
Champion.

• Pioneered a partnership 
approach to end violence against 
women and girls, bringing together 
partner agencies, voluntary 
and community organisations 
and obtained White Ribbon 
accreditation. 

• Launched Hackney Nights - a 
night-time safety initiative, 
working with Good Night Out to 
tackle sexual harassment in the 
night-time economy.

• Doubled the Council’s Domestic 
Abuse Intervention Service budget 
since 2016.

• Invested in additional support 
to reduce antisocial behaviour 
in our parks and green spaces, 
recognising the impact this was 
having on residents around open 
spaces such as London Fields.

• Tackled antisocial behaviour 
and crime in Gillett Square by 
installing more CCTV and working 
with the local police.
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OUR PLAN

We will improve the Council’s noise 
reporting portal to make it easier 
for residents to report, track and 
monitor the progress of the antisocial 
behaviour they raised.

But to tackle crime effectively, the 
police need to have the trust of 
the community they are there to 
serve. We will work with residents 
and the police to assist better 
police-community relationships 
through meaningful engagement 
and monitoring groups. We will 
also continue to support the work 
our young people are leading 
through Hackney Account and other 
organisations to monitor and see a 
reduction in stop and search and the 
use of handcuffs on young residents.

We will work with our local police, 
schools, and youth sector colleagues 
to ensure children and young people 
are informed of their rights. If young 
people are stopped and searched, we 
will use this contact as a safeguarding 
opportunity to intervene and protect 
children from harm and to keep our 
community safe.

We will work with our community 
safety partners to reduce serious 
youth violence, knife crime and gang 
violence in a way that responds to the 
underlying causes of serious violence 
and maintains community trust and 
confidence in the police.

For the last decade, the Council’s 
Integrated Gangs Unit has taken 
a public health approach towards 
tackling violent crime and has led an 
innovative approach to tackle gang 
crime. It has worked effectively with 
the police on an intelligence-led basis 
to see a reduction in gang crime 
across Hackney. 

We will work with the police to continue to see a reduction in crime, 
maintain a comprehensive team of Council Enforcement Officers to 
tackle antisocial behaviour and use an intelligence-led approach to 
continue to target crime and antisocial behaviour hotspots as we have 
successfully done in Gillett Square and Hackney Central.
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We will review the gangs unit, ensuring 
that it focuses on prevention and 
victim support, emphasises working 
together with communities through 
outreach and work collaboratively 
with social services.

We are committed to maintaining 
the success of the Out of Court 
Diversion work and will work across 
the Youth Justice and Community 
Safety Partnership to reduce the 
disproportionate numbers of Black 
and mixed heritage boys appearing in 
the youth courts. 

We will make sure that the Council 
plays its role in helping to tackle 
antisocial behaviour and drug 
dealing in our neighbourhoods. We will 
also work to disrupt efforts to recruit 
and coerce our young people into 
gangs and criminal activities.

Hackney will continue to be a no 
place for hate borough, with zero 
tolerance of all forms of hate crime 
and discrimination. We will further 
improve our relationship with residents 
by launching a new and funded 
Community Hate Crime Champion 
Scheme across the borough.

This includes building on our close 
working relationship with the 
Stamford Hill division of the London 
Shomrim to stamp out antisemitic 
behaviour in Hackney. We will continue 
to speak out against Islamophobia 
and condemn all discrimination based 

on any characteristic protected by 
the Equality Act. Together, we will 
support the freedom of people 
from all religions and none to 
practise their respective beliefs in 
peace, and will continue to stand 
up for the rights of individuals and 
groups protected under the Human 
Rights Act.

Hackney Labour’s mission is to 
end violence against women and 
girls in all areas of life in Hackney. 
We will listen to feedback from the 
consultation on women’s safety 
across the borough, focussing on the 
areas where women tell us they feel 
unsafe, and develop an action plan 
to address these. 

We will work with Hackney’s 
communities to increase the reporting 
of all crimes and ensure that victims of 
crime receive efficient and effective 
services from all the organisations 
involved in supporting victims. 

36

We will work with 
our communities 
to increase the 
reporting of all 
crimes



We will also continue to improve the 
Council’s Domestic Abuse Intervention 
Service and outreach support and 
continue to champion the UN 16 Days 
of Activism Against Gender-based 
Violence.

We value Hackney’s evening and 
night-time economy, which is one 
of the largest in the UK - it is an 
integral part of what gives Hackney 
its reputation as a vibrant place to 
live, work and visit. But we will balance 
supporting the economy with the 
needs of residents. 

We will develop a Hackney Nights 
Strategy to provide clarity to residents 
and businesses on our approach, 
including supporting growth while 
tackling antisocial behaviour and 
crime in partnership with the police. 

We will maintain the Late Night Levy 
on late-night venues to fund this 
work, and we will continue our work 
with Good Night Out to tackle sexual 
harassment and violence against 
women in the night-time economy.
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We will also consult with residents 
and businesses following the results 
of the Licensing Cumulative Impact 
Assessment of the Shoreditch Special 
Policy Area.

We will work with the police to reduce 
the use of noxious substances such 
as nitrous oxide with a focus on 
raising awareness of the harmful 
effects they have whilst focusing our 
enforcement activities on those that 
sell illegal substances in our borough. 
We will continue to increase our 
investment in CCTV, working with 
housing associations and community 
groups to optimise the use of CCTV 
to prevent and detect crime and 
antisocial behaviour in public spaces 
in Hackney. 

We recognise that antisocial 
behaviour can have a devastating 

effect on victims and their families. 
Working with the police, our 
communities and other partners 
such as housing associations, we 
will share information to identify 
causes so that in addition to 
responding effectively to antisocial 
behaviour we can take a coordinated 
preventative approach. 

We will work with the Mayor of 
London and other boroughs to 
ensure that, while remaining tough 
on criminal behaviour, we can work 
with the police to support drug 
education, treatment, diversion and 
harm reduction measures.

We will continue to work to make 
our neighbourhoods safer, 
ensuring our pavements and 
footways are clean, accessible and 
well-maintained for pedestrians - 
reducing advertising boards on our 
pavements and enforcing against 
obstructions. n
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